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EUROPM  SHELL  EGG  KARKETS  1/  ' 

A  potential  export  market  in  Europe  for  shell  egs;s  from  the  United  States 
during  1951  exists  but  is  limited^  ?.ccording  to  information  available  to  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 


As  the  Department  of  Agriculture  hos  announced  that  the  domestic  prices 
for  eggs  will  not  be  supported  during  1951,  egg  producers  and  marketers  may  be 
seasonally  interested  in  the  prospects  of  foreign  markets  for  shell  eggs, 

.  Present  outlets  for  United  States  shell"  eggs  in  Eurbpean  countries  are 
relatively  limited    as  the  food  supply  in  those  countries  is  m.uch  improved. 
Also,  the  recovery  of  the  poultry  industries  in  war-devastated  countries  has 
been  more  rapid  than  other  sources  of  high  protein  foods.    In  addition,  a  dollar 
shortage  exists  in  most  of  the  European  countries  where  large  quajitities  of  eggs 
are  consumed  and  imports  from  the  United  States  consequently  have  been  restricted 
to  more  needed  commodities.    Also  most  of  these  sanie  countries  have  devaluated 
their  currency  in  r^elation  to  the  United  States  dollar  which  makes  imports  from 
this  coxintry  relatively  more  3xpensive„    There  are  a  few  countries,  however,  in 
which  there  is  a  possibility  of  selling  shelled  eggs  should  domestic  egg  prices 
become  unduly  lowc 

As  the  seasonality  in  production  of  cgqs  in  most  of  the  European  countries 
is  more  extreme  than  in  the  United  States  and  the  flush  season  is  slightly 
later  than  in  this  country,  the  best  prospects,  for  shell  egg  exports  are  around 
the  turn  of  the  year  vrhen  shell  eggs. might  move  without ■  refrigeration.  The 
domestic  shell  egg  price  in  the  United  States  st  the  end  of  1950,  however,  has 
been  unusually  strong  and  it  seems  unlikely  ..that  appreciable  quantities  v/ill 
move  abroad e 

The  United  States  export  of  eggs  in  yea.rs  past  ha.s  been  only  of  modest 
quantities  except  during  the  recent  war  and  postv;ar  years  when  large  quantities 
of  egg  products  were  shipped  to  European  countries  and  there  was  some  increase 
in  the  foreign  sale  of  shell  eggs  to  a  fev;  Central  American  and  European 
countries^    Export  markets  for  shell  eggs  in  1950  have  been  almost  exclusively 


1,/  A  more  extensive  statement  will  be  published  soon  as  .a  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular,  obtainable^  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D^C, 
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into  Centrr.l  iiinerica,  with  Venezuela  the  principal  mrrket,  while  Mexico,  Cuba 
and  Panama  received  smaller  quantities.    The  Cuban  Minister  of  Commerce  recently 
authorized  an  increase  in  the  retail  price  of  eggs  from  5  cents  to  6  cents  each. 
This  fction  was  taken  to  encourage  imports  of  eggs  from  the  United  States 
during  the  season  of  low  domestic  production  when  imports  r.re  permitted  duty 
free.    Present  market  conditions  indic?te  that  Cuban  egg  production  might  still 
be  inadequate  to  fully  meet  domestic  demand  ?nd  the  duty  free  privileges  granted 
to  December  15  for  eggs  weighing  not  less  than  20  ounces  per  dozen  may  be 
extended  for  another  month.    In  addition  to  these  m'-^rkets,  vjhich  are  somewhat 
limited  due  to  their  small  populrtion,  it  might  be  possible  in  some  years  to 
make  significant  seasonal  exports  of  shell  ogps  to  markets  in  countries  of  large 
deficits  in  supplies. 

The  Canadian  market  for  eggs  during  1951  will  be  supported  at  the  s  ame  level 
as  in  1950  through  a  storage  program  indontical  to  that  initiated  by  the  Canadian 
government  in  January  this  year. 

Under  this  plan  the  Agricultural  Prices  Suprort  Board  is  coinmittcd  to  buy 
from  private  individuals  late  in  1951  call  eggs  then  unsold  which  have  been  stored 
according  to  Board  specification  during  the  period  December  1950  throijgh  May 
1951.    The  Board  is  committed  to  priy  38  cents  per  dozen  for  eg^s  going  into 
storage  as  Grade  A  Largo  and  36  cents  per  dozen  for  eggs  stored  as  Grade  A 
Medium,  plus  a  stipulated  allowance  to  cover  costs  of  oiling,  storage,  interest 
and  insurance.    The  Canadian  officials  estimate  that  the  production  of  eggs 
during-  the  marketing  year  of  September  1,  1950-August  .3I,  1950  is  expected  to  be 
about  10  percent  less  than  the  corresponding  output  a  year  earlier.    Also,  the 
quantity  of  eggs  stored  during  the  flush  season  is  not  expected  to  exceed  9 
million  dozen,  v;hich  is  A, 8  million  less  than  in  storage  on  July  1,  1950. 
Generally  this  would  indicate  prices  for  Canadian  eggs  will  be  a,t  least  equal  to 
last  year's  level  and  probably  highor.    The  United  States  shell  egg  prices  vdll 
ha.ve  to  decline  to  a  lovol  approximately  5  cents  per  dozen  below  Canadian  prices 
existing  during  any  comparable  period  in  1951  before  large  exports  can  profita.ble 
occur  in  order  to  offset  the  tariff  (3^  cents  per  dozen),  the  exchange  rate 
differentials,  and  freight  costs.    Some  eggs  were  exported  to  the  United  States 
from  Can-da  during  early  December  vrhen  United  States  prices  reached  record  levels. 

Egg  Prices  l/  in  Canada  on  December  15 .  1950 


 ^  and  Provious  Years  

 1950  1949  1948 

Cents  per                 Cents  per                     Cents  per 
dozen                       dozen  aczen 
1/  Montreal           56-57                          47  51-52 
2/  Toronto                  55                           43  50 
3/  ■''Winnipeg                 52                            42         "  45 
3/  Vancouver                60                             41  43^ 
y  Edmonton                 52                            40          ■  44 
y  Regina                    57                           37  48 
 Charlottutown         52     46-47 


1/  Grade  A  Largo. 

2/  Prices  of  graded  shipments  to  vfholesalers, 
2/  Prices  of  ungraded  shipments  to  shippers. 
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Import  supplies  of  shell  eg.f^s  .available  to  the  United  Kingdom  are. consid- 
erably   lower  as  shipments  from  Australia^  Poland  and  several  other  countries 
have  declined  sharply  during  the  year  and  imports  from  Canada  and  the  Netherlands 
have  been  terminated.    On  the  other  hand  imports  from  Denmark  are  higher  and 
home  production  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  b-5en  moimting  annunlly  and  had  reached 
113  percent  of  prew.-r  by  1949.    Shell  egg  receipts  at  packing  stations  in  the 
last  months  of  1950  were  running  much  higher  than  a  year  ago.    By  Janu-ry  and 
February  the  expected  increase  in  production  will  advance  the  total  supply  by 
about  10  to  15  percent.    It  is  very  doubtful  that  shipments  from  the  United 
States  can  be  arranged  during  this  deficit  period  even  if  prices  become  consid- 
erably lower  in  this  country.    The  limited  dollar  exch"nge  in  the  United  Kingdom 
must  be  conserved  for  essential  purch.'^ses  less  obtainable  from  other  source,  , 
In  addition  larger  imports  would  incre?se  the  ?mount  needed  to  subsidize  eggs, 
as  the  purchase  of  both  dom.estic  "nd  imported  eggs  ore  m.^de  exclusively  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  which  subsidizes  the  retail  prices.    The  estimated  average 
subsidy  on  domestic  eggs  during  1950-51  is  20,6  cents  per  dozen  and  on  imported 
eggf5  3.9  cents  per  dozen.    The  retail  prices  effective  since  October  15,  1950 
are:  65  cents  per  dozen  for  home  produced  Grade      eggs,  5S  cents  per  dozen  for 
home  produced  Grade  E  eggs  and  50  cents  per  dozen  for  home  produced  Grade  C  eggs, 
and  also  for  h  and  B  grade  duck  eggs  and  imported  eggs  marked  as  to  country  of 
origin.    These  prices  a  re  an  increase  of  7<.2  cents  per  dozen^    The  Australian 
export  price  for  shell  eggs  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  39  cents  per  dozen  f.o.b. 
Australian  ports.    The  Danish  are  receiving  about  40  cents  per  dozen  f.o.b 
during  the  last  of  1950  but  the  price  is  adjusted  seasonally  downward  to  a  low 
of  27  cents  per  dozen  dv?ring  March  to  June,    Freight  charges  from  Denmark  to 
London  are  a  little  over  1  cent  per  dozen.    The  United  Kingdom  import  tariff 
schedule  on  eggs  is  as  follows:  2,5  cents  per  dozen  weighing  in  excess  of  1,7 
pounds,  2,1  cents  per  dozen  weighing  from  1,5  to  1,7  pounds  and  1,4  cents  per 
do^en  weighing  less  than  1,5  pounds. 


Current  and  Prospective  Shell  E?g  Supplies 
in  the  United  Kingdom 


1949-1950 

1950-51 

Month 

Home  Pro- 

• • 

Home  Pro 

duction 

Imports 

■  Total  : : 

duction 

'  Imnorts 

:  Total 

Thousand  Cases 

of  30  dozen 

Oct. 

5SI 

688 

1,269  :: 

871 

243 

'  1,114 

Nov,  ! 

351 

560 

911  :: 

526 

•  b/280 

:  806 

Dec, 

436 

637 

•  1,073  :: 

654 

b/319 

:  973 

Jan, 

I  1,063 

582 

1,645  :: 

1,595 

•  b/291 

:  1,886 

Feb, 

1,031 

500 

1,531 

1,547 

c/3C0 

•  1.847 

a/  Estimated  50  percent  increase  over  1949-50, 
b/  At  50  percent'  of  1949-50 
c/  Adjusted, 
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The  Swiss  egg  market  receives  a  significant  portion  of  its  supply  from 
imports,    Denmark^  the  Netherlands,  France,  Cansda  and  the  United  States  hav.e 
been  import a.nt    supplies.    The  United  States  is  experiencing  increasing 
competition  from  the  other  exporting  countries  in  this  market  as  the  exportable 
surplus    of  eggs  from  the  oth3r  supplying  countries  has  been  mounting  in  the 
postwar  years,  and  especially  so  since  the  devaluation  of  most  foreign 
currencies  in  relation  to  the  United  States  dollar.    Since  1946,  when  Sv.dtzerland 
purchased  19  million  dozen  from  the  United  States,  sales  to  Switzerland  have 
decreased  annually  and  in  1949  totaled  only  0.6  of  a  million  dozen.  The 
November  11  Swiss  v/holesale  price  for  domestic  eggs  was  84  cents  per  dozen  and 
the  retail  price  was  94  cents.    Imported  eggs  vrere  at  the  same  tim.e  between  74 
and  96  cents  per  dozen,  depending  on  the  country  of  origin.    The  import  tariff 
is  about  2,8  cents  per  dozen  plus  an  additional  2,8  cents  which  is  paid  into 
the  compensation  fund  for  the  subsidy  on  indigenously  produced  eggs.    The  tariff 
is  the  same  for  all  countries  and  there  is  no  restriction  on  foreign  exchange, 
but  eggs  are  subject  to  im.port  permits.    Som.e  shipments  from  the  United  Strtes 
were  made  from  Now  York  e  arly  in  December  for  about  49  cents  per  dozen  F.ii.S, 
the  United  States  port. 

The  production  of  eggs  in  Belgium  has  exceeded  domestic  consumption  since 
1949.    As  of  Octo':'er  26,  1950,  however,  all  exports  of  eggs  have  been  suspended 
in  an  effort  to  force  the  domestic  shell  egg  price  down,    Belgium  imports  of 
shell  eggs  in  1949  were  only  1,2  million  dozen  and  during  the  first  9  months 
of  1951  amounted  to  only  407  thousand  dozen  of  which  only  83.5  dozen  were  from 
the  United  States,  with  the  remainder  from  the  Netherlands,    There  is  no  tariff 
or  monetary  restriction  on  eggs  imported  into  Belgixim  but  there  is  a  seasonal 
minimum  price  for  imported  eggs.    The  monthly  m.inim.um  prices  in  cents  per  dozen 
for  this  marketing  year  1950-51  is  as  follows: 


L           '.r  Cents  Cents  '  Cents 

September  62  January  58        May  40 

October  73  February            50         June  34 

November  74  March  43         July  48 

December  66  April  38         August  .  52 


The  October  retail  price  for  eggs  v/a.s  approximately  82  cents  per  dozen 
and  the  farmers  were  receiving  about  72  cents  per  dozen.    The  past  relationship 
between  Belgium  domestic  egg  prices  a.nd  minimimi  specified  import  prices  has 
discouraged  any  sizeable  imports  a.nd  as  this  situation  is  most  apt  to  continue 
imports  v/ill  bo  rather  spasmodic. 

The  arrival  of  eggs  in  the  principal  French  markets  from  September  through 
November  1950,  have  been  about  70  percent  above  the  average  arrivals  during 
the  compa.rable  period  of  1949.    Egg  prices  have  been  increasing  ser.sonally  but 
are  stil^  below  last  year's  level,    Paris  wholesale  prices  have  a  wide  lange 
depending  on  quality  and  origin.     In  mid-Novembor  they  ranged  between  37  "nd  72 
cents  per  dozen  but  mostly  averaged  about  58  cents  per  dozen.    Retail  prices 
averaged  approxim^'tely  74  to  79  cents  per  dozen,    French  im.pcrts  during  the 
period  December  19,  1950  through  February  1951  are  not  expected  to  exceed  6 
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million  dozen  and  about  one-half  of  this  Quantity  mil  come  from  Northern  ' 
Africa,    Eggs  from  Algeria,  I'orocco,  "Belgium  and'  the  Netherlands  are  on  the 
Paris  market.    There  is  apparently  no  m.onetary  restriction  preventing  Lmports 
of  eggs  from  any  country  into  France, 

The  Western  German  egr'  supply  is  increasing  annually  through  larger 
indigenous  production  end  substantial  imports  under  trade  agreements.  The 
'■■estern  German  demand  for  shell  eg^^s  continues  strong.    The  1949-50  per  capita 
eonsuiTLption  was  estimeted  at  126  eggs,  vrhilo  an  increase  of  12  percent  is 
'  expected  during  1950-51,  but  per  capita  consumption  of  egrs  vdll  still  be  about 
20  percent  below  prevrar.    In  principal  marketing  centers  Novtimbor  vjholesale 
prices"  averaged  between  68  cents  and  73  cents  per  dozen.    Retail  prices  were 
approximately  15  percent  higher.    The  tariff  has  been  waived  for  the  present 
time  but  importers  must  pay  a  3  percent  tiirn-over  tax.    Imports  from  the  United 
States,  however,  are  not  probable  rt  this  time  since  the  German  Federal  Republic 
must  conserve  dollar  earnings  and  E,C,A,  funds  for  importation  of  basic  foods 
less  available  in  Eurooean  creas,    TemDorary  embargoes  on  the  imports  of  many 
commodities,  including  eg^'-s,  may  bo  necessary  to  alleviate  the  critical  finan- 
cial situationc 

Norvjay  is  exp.ected  to  resume  exports  this  month  c  s  their  domestic  pro- 
duction of  eggs  increases  seasonally.    Local  wholesale  prices  for  shell  eggs  in 
the  middle  of  November  wore  49  cents  per  dozen,  vjhil.e  retail  prices  at  the  same 
time  were    round  5^  cents.    Since  their  supply  situation  is  am.ple  and  in  con- 
sideration of  their  dollar  shortage  there  is  little  possibility  that  licenses 
will  be  j_ssued  for  im.ports  of  eggs  from  the  United  States  in  1951«  The 
Norwegian  import  duties  plus  other  charges  for  shell  eggs  amounts  to  about  10 
cents  per  dozen. 

Egg  production  in  Sprain  closely  approximates  the  quantity  consumed  by  the 
Spanish,    Only  very  minor  im.ports  eve  received  vri-th  the  m.ost  of  these  coming 
from  Europe,    The  retail  prices  for  shell  egr-s  in  ITadrid  during  the  middle  of 
November  v;ere  betv;em  65  cents  and  75  cents  per  dozen,  which  is  a  drop  of  about 
5  cents  in  the  last  two  weeks.    Prices  in  Barcelona  are  about  20  percent  higher 
than  in  Madrid,    However,  this  is  usually  the  season  when  prices  are  rising. 
Considering  th-^t  Spain  feels  a  drastic  need  of  dollar  exchange  for  m.any  items 
which  they  consider  of  greater  importance  to  their  development  than  iraports  of 
shell  egg,  it  is  very  doubtful  that  the  Spanish  p-overnment  will  allow  dollars 
for  the  importation  of  eggs.    The  Spanish  custom.s  duty  for  egrs  rm,ounts  to 
apr.roximately  six  cents  per  dozen,    Im^ported  eg  .s  are  distributed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  rationing  bc^rd  who  set  the  im.portors'  m.argin  and  assign  a 
locality  in  whicn  they  are  to  be  sold, 

Austria  likevd.se  hrs  no  dollars  available  for  the  purchase  of  eg'"s  as 
im.ports  of  shell  eggs  ?rc  made  fromi  neighboring  countries  on  an  exchange  basis 
to  conserve  doll.-^r  resourc-s.    The  November  6  v/holesale  price  of  imported  eggs 
on  the  Vienna  market  was  47  cents  per  dozen  and  eg.-^^s  vrjre  retailing  for  50,5 
cents  p3r  dozen. 
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Denmark  ?nd  the  Notherlands,  the  primrry  exporters  of  shell  eggs  prior  to 
¥orld  Yar  11,  shipped  almost  "s  many  eg,o;s  to  foreign  markets  during  1950  ^s 
before  the  war  and  several  secondary  exporters  are  shipping  considerably  in 
excess  of  their  prewar  levels,    Polo.nd  and  som.e  Balkan  countries  have  been 
exporting  small  quantities  in  postwar  years  but  there  pre  no  available  current 
export  st'-tistics  for  these  or  several  of  the  Mediterrranean  countries  that 
exported  shell  eggs  prior  to  the  vrar. 

Exports  of  Danish  eggs  during  Janurry-June  1950  totaled  70  million  dozen 
eggs  ?nd  the  total  for  the  year  probably  will  be  rn  all-time  record  for  Denmark, 
The  total  annual  exports  of  Danish  :;ggs  in  1949  were  106 -million  dozen  and  1948 
were  54  million  dozen  eggs.    The  new  Danish-United  Kingdom  trade  .igreement,  just 
negotiated,  provides  for  75  percent  of  Denm.ark' s  •  exportable  surplus  which  is 
10  percent  less  then  specified  under  the  contrrct  effective  during  the  previous 
year,    Germany  has  taken  --^bout  one-hailf  of  the  remaining  exports  while  Sv/itzerland 
ranks  as  the  third  most  important  buyer  of  Danish  eggs. 

The  Netherlands  ha.ve  regained  a  considerable  portion  of  their  prewar  foreign 
egr  market  during  1950  as  exports  are  almost  three  times  larger  than  in  1949. 
There  has  been  a  strong  export  demand  for  Dutch  eggs  throughout  1950.  ■■Jestern 
Germany  was  much  the  largest  market  with  the  United  Kingdom.,  Belgium,  Switzerland 
purchasing  smaller  quantities.    Prospects  are  for  continued  increasesin  quantities 
of  eg"-s  for  export  sales. 

The  Australian  exports  of  shell  eggs  during  the  last  of  1950  have  been 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier  a.nd  comm-crcial  egg  production  during  the  third  quarter 
of  1950  was  11  percent  below  the  similar  period  during  the  previous  year. 
Though  the  foreign  sale  of  shell  eggs  v;as  slightly  greater  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1950  than  in  the  preceding  market  year,  total  exports  of  shell  eggs 
and  egg  products  in  terms  of  shell  egg  equivalents  vrere  dovni  15  percent  in  1949- 
50  from  the  earlier  year  and  egg  production  in  the  la.ttor  year  was  4  percent 
below  1948-49. 

Poultrymen  feel  the  present  Australian-United  Kingdom  contract  prices  for 
eggs  are  not  high  enough  to  warra^nt  increases  in  production  which  is  importa.nt 
since  England  receives  over  80  percent  of  the  exportable  surplus  of  Australian 
eggs.    Some  poultrymen  ha.ve  left  their  fa,rms  to  work  in  the  cities  because  of 
the  narrowing  margins  between  receipts  snd  rising  costs.    The  consumption  of 
eggs  is  increasing  in  Australia  leaving  an  even  smaller  portion  for  export. 

The  Irish  exportable  surplus  of  eggs  h-s  been  quite  readily  marketed  in 
the  United  Kingdom  throughout  most  of  1950  -but  the  prospects  for  1951  J'-re 
term.porary  loss  bright  since  the  Ireland-United  Kingdom  contract  specifies  a.  drop 
in  price  during  February  1951.    This  prospect  is  expected  to  stop  any  expansion 
in  egg  output  and  may  cause  a  slight  cutback  depending  on  the  successful  search 
for  new  export  cutlets.    The  Irish  are  expending  considera,ble  effort  in  sea^rching 
for  new  European  markets  and  some  sales  ha.ve  already  been  arranged. 


The  Swedish  egg  production  in  1950  is  estimPted  at  approximately  10  per- 
cent above  1949  and  the  export  of  eggs  during  January  through  June  totaled 
10,5  million  dozen  as  compared  to  1,4  million  in  the  comparable  period  a  year 
earl  er.    Practically  all  of  the  e:q:orts  in  1950  went  to  ICestern  Germany  with 
minor  quantities  being  sold  to  Sv/itzerland,    The  exportable  surplus  during  1951 
should  be  at  least  as  large  as  in  1950  and  maybe  slia;htly  l-rger, 

Belc-ium  egg  production  during  the  first  half  of  1950  hf^s  been  estimrted  to 
be  considerably  above  January-June  1949.    Exports  are  primarily  to  Western 
Germany  and  Switserlando    Belgium  can  be  expected  to  resume  exports  again  early 
in  1951  ^-S  the  flush  production  season  gets  underway. 


Exports  of  Shell  Eggs 

from  Specified 

uounLrie  s 

Annual  1939 

,  iv^y  to  1950 

Country  of 

1939 

1950  1/ 

origin 

1948 

1949 

Million 

I'illion 

Million 

Million 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

Canada 

2/  1.3 

48.5 

29.8 

7.0 

United  States  2,7 

24.9 

18.4 

18,0 

Argentina 

13.5 

55aO 

1.5 

1.0 

Belgium 

3/  11.8 

2.6 

7.0 

Denmark 

142.8 

53.8 

106.4 

140.0- 

Ireland 

25,4 

21.7 

33«e 

33.0 

France 

3.4 

.1 

3.3 

15.0 

Netherlands 

130.2 

30.1 

33.3 

90.0 

Norway 

2a 

2.0 

Sweden 

1.0 

7.7 

18.0 

Australia 

y  10.1 

14.5 

9.6 

23.1 

Turkey 

10.2 

15.2 

13.9 

15.0 

1/  Unofficially  estimated. 
2/  1935-39. 
3/  1938 

4/  For  the  12  month  period  ending  June  30  of  the  year  listed. 


Prepared  or  estinieted  from  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
reports  of  U.S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and 
other  inform.ation.    Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
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FPE-1-51  August  6,  1951 

Foreign  markets  for  Eggs  and  Poultry  accredited  under  the 
Hational  Poultry  I.TiproTCment  Plan  1947-50, 

Total  numbers  of  hatching  eggs  and  poultry  for  breeding  reported 
under  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  1/  as  exported' frora  the  United 
States  have  increased  steadily  from  132,531  in  1947  to  479,466  in  1950, 


Exports' of  hatching  eggs  and  poultry  as 
reported  by  N.P.I.P.  1947-50  2/ 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Eggs 
Chicks 
Cockerels 
Pullets 

1,519 
114,630 
15,532 
'800  • 

2,147 
191,618 
49,836 
10,969 

98,456 
142;778 
109,058 

14,254 

286; 401 
94;918 
85; 567 
12 , 580 

8/    Also  exported  v^ere  60  turkey  poults  in  1947,  2,160  turkey 
eggs  and  5,150  turkey  poults  in  1949  and  70  turkeys  and  500 
turkey  poults  in  1950* 


These  increases  have  not  been  unifora  for  the  4  categories  reported, 
hov\rever.    Exports  of  eggs  are  reported  to  have  increased  each  year.  Exports 
of  chicks  were  greatest  in  1948  and  decreased  in  1949  and  again  in  1950, 
Exports  of  both  cockerels  and  pullets  were  at  their  highest  level  in 
1949  and  decreased  in  1950,    This  change  in  the  relative  importance  of 
live  birds  to  hatching  eggs  in  total  exports  frorn.  1949  to  1950  was  alaost 


1/    Under  the  Plan  sales  from  each  state  are  reported  to  supervisory 
officials  in  the  state  of  destination.    On  foreign  shipments  the  corres- 
ponding copy  of  the  record  of  sale  is  fonvarded  to  officials  in  foreign 
countries  through  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  U,S,D,A# 
Sales  to  Canada  under  NPIP  vjere  not  recorded  and  spies  to  other  countries 
are  only  partially  reported,  thus  this  report  is  not  to  b^  considered  as 
a  complete  record  of  l-TPIP  exports. 
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entirely  due  to  changes  in  ii.iports  by,  Cuba,  by  far  tho  most  important 
market  for  ITIP  poultry  and  eggs.    Excluding  tha  sales  to  this  one 
country,  tho  exports  of  hatching  eggs  and  poultry  under  the  l^IP  during 
1950  have  made  considerable  increases  in  every  category.    The  recorded 
export  under  the  IIPIP  is  mainly  to  'ifestern  Hemisphere  countries, 

Cuba  reported  imports  of  1,7  million  chicks  in  1950,  of  which  only 
25,000  were  IIPIP,    Practically  all  of  these  imports  came  from  the  United  j 
States.    This  trade  strengthened  throughout  the  year  even  though  a  tax  ! 
of  5  cents  per  bird  was  levied  late  in  1950,    These  sizable  chick  imports  ' 
Vi/erc  the  backbone  of  the  Cuban  commercial  broiler  industry  although  there 
was  a  small  local  production  by  commercial  hatcheries,    Som.e  broiler  pro- 
ducers arc  giving  serious  consideration  to  the  possible  establishment  of 
hatcheries  and  tho  government  has  been  encouraging  this  by  authorizing 
the  duty  froe  entry  of  fertile  eggs.    The  specialized  broiler  production, 
concentrated  mainly  in  the  Habana  area  probably  accounted  for  about  15 
percent  of  tho  total  22  to  23  million  fowl  produced  for  the  Cuban  market 
last  year.    There  has  been  some  general  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
birds  used  for  C;3g  production  but  most  of  the  egg  and  poultry  production 
in  Cuba  is  still  under  relatively  primitive  conditions.    The  vjholesalc 
price  for  ungraded  eggs  was  about  15  dollars  per  case  in  January  1950 
and  rose  to  more  than  19  dollars  per, case  in  December  last  year.  Commer- 
cial broilers  advanced  in  price  from  40  cents  per  pound  live  weight  in 
January  1950  to  around  52  cents  per  pound  in  Deecmber  of-  the  s.-u'ic  yoar* 
The  Cuban  Ministry  of  Agriculture  reports  the  following  imports  of 
poultry  in  1950, 


1950 

Item 

Jan. -June 

July-Dec, 

Total 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Baby  chicks 

Broilers 

Hems 

591,718  • . 
1/126,875 
13,161 

1,133;656 
19,155 
4,320 

1,725,374 
145; 030 
17,481 

T7    It  is  possible  that  some  baby  chicks  have  been  reported 


in  this  figure. 

Shipments  to  Puerto  Rico  from  the  United  States  are  treated  as  inter- 
state trade  so  there  are  no  special  regulations,  or  duties,  and  charges 
levied  on  this  commerce, 

Baby  chick  exports  to  Venezuela  for  production  of  eggs  and  neat  are 
in  much  larger  quantities  than  indicated  by  the  IIPIP  reports.  Imported 
chicks,  chicken  and  eggs  consistently  sell  at  a  lower  price  in  Venezuela 
than  the  local  products.    Consequently,  Venezuelan  poultrym.cn  are  current- 
ly, asking,  tho  ir  government  for  both  a  reduction  in  the  duty  onpoultry 
feed  and  further  restrictions  ou  the  im.port  of  mature  chickens,  live  or 
frozen. 


Chile  roportod  ij-.^ports  of  approximately  82,000  baby  chicks  of 
iiTiproved  strains  and  50  dozen  hatching  eggs  during  January-November 
1950,    The  production  of  eggs  in  Chile  vjas  ample  for  domestic  denand 
in.  1950  and  poultrymcn  are  requesting  that  the  export  of  eggs  be  per- 
mitted during  1951, 

A  poultry-growers  association  vjas  formed  in  Ecuador  last  year  and 
thori...  has  been  considerable  interest  in  improvement  of  the  quality  and 
in  increasing  the  quantity  of  egg  ar^d  poultry  produced*  One  organiza- 
tion irnportod  5,000  hybrid  baby  chicks  for  egg  production  in  1950  and 
has  indicated  an  interest  in  buying  stock  at  a  later  date  for  breeding 
purposes, 

■  1  'exico  imports  a  considerable  number  of  chicks  from,  the  United 
Status  for  specialized  broiler  operations  near  I'l^.xico  City  and  also 
imports  chicks  and  o^j.gs' f or  breed  improvement.    The  merit  and  controls  .. 
of  this  particular  trade  are  currently,  under  obscrvatioB  by  TTexican 
autheritios, 

•    Information  concerni!:.g  the  offoctix'^e  regulations,  duties,  and  other 
requirements  for  exports  of  poultry  and  hatching  eggs  to  specific  coun-  - 
tries  may: be  obtained  by  contacting  a  field  office  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Commerce,  a  Consulate  of  the  specific  forei.gn  country, 
or  an  intern-:.tional  airline,    I.n  addition,  Agricultural  Attaches,  stationed 
at  /if.ierican  TSmbassies  in  .most  foreign  capitals,  may  be  able  to  provide 
inf or.ioat ion  unavailable  clsev/here^ 


Prepared  in  the  Livestock  and  Wool  Division,  OFi\R  by  Charles  C,  VJilson, 


.U!JITED  ST.^TES;    Exports  of  eggs  and  poultry  for  breeding 
as  reported  by  National  Poultry  ■  Improvoment  Elan  duriiig  1947  ij 


OUUiJiiCi  ; 
 i  —  ^  : — 

Ohi  orLo  I 

Number  ; 

Hujaber  ; 

ITujnber 

V'  Tl  ^           Vn  ^\ 

25 

Brazil  ! 

587  : 

1  ! 

British  West  Indies 

35 

540  : 

L/anaaa 

1/ 

\  i] 

P  t-i  -i  T  f  ^  < 

256  ; 

•  •14 

ouDa  ; 

S25 

52,224  : 

13,017 

.ciCuauor 

52 

naw  ail 

t  -  50 

J   

Hong  Kong 

30  I 

l^fe  xi  c  0 

:  232 

:  3,585 

1,521. 

;  800 

Puerto  PlIco 

:  100 

:        53,125  : 

Siaa 

72 

Spain 

!             ■  2 

r  — 

:  200 

• 

Union  of  South  Africa 

1  38 

:          —       I  — 

Venezuela 

:  4,800 

1 

>            -  «•  w 

Virgin  Islands 

:  75 

:  925 

ft 
• 

Total  •: 
».  '' 

:  114,680 

:  15,532 

:  800 

T7  Not  included  was  export  of  60  turkey  poults  to  the  Netherlands. 
2/    Not  available. 
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U",T:T3r)  iSTAl'ES:    Exports  of  oggs  and  poultry  for  breeding 
as  reported  by  Ifatioiial  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  during  1948 


Total 


COiriTTRY 

■ 

!  EGGS 

CHICKS 

*     ,                                 ,       ,  , 

OOCI'OilRELS  ' 

PUT  JETS 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Argentina 

!  50 

— — 

Belgium 

■"— 

;  200 

Bra!5il 

100 

15 

British  Gui&na  : 

25 

British  Vfest  Indies 

•  750 

:          7 , 330 

!  6 

\  774 

Canada  ' 

:  ^ 

1/- 

Colombia 

•  25 

Costa  Rica 

I  150 

;                    :  -.asGO. 

Cuba                                   . ; 

— 

162,437 

:  48,432 

6,600 

Ecuador 

100 

'.             75  : 

France 

200 

22 

Ilolland 

;  50 

J 

Italy 

:  12 

Japan 

45 

T^esico 

224 

9,202 

454 

!  250 

ITethorlands  7'Jest  Indies 

!  375 

PaB,ai;ia  ; 

;    .  '10 

Philippines 

5 

7,050 

■     2 , 85(^ 

Puerto  Rico 

4,100 

800 

!  125 

Si  am 

145 

Union  of  South  Africa  : 

435 

3 

Uruguay 

mm  mm  . 

64  . 

70 

:  170 

Venezuela 

625 

34 

2,147 


191,618 


49,836       !  10,969 


1/  'Tot  available, 


WITSD -JTAfeS:    Exports  of  eggs  and  poultry  for  breeding 
as  reported  by  National  Poultry  ItnproTeinent  Plan    during  1949 


cow  TRY  ! 

SGG3    '  : 

'CHCCKS 

COCKERELS  : 

PULLETS 

Numbers'  ; 

numbers 

Nurabers 

Huinbers 

BelgiOBT 

840  5 

25          ■  < 

— — 

Brazil 

89  ; 

— 

"~ — 

British  Guiana 

SO       i  ■■  — 

'  120 

British  West  Indies 

122  ; 

525 

1,450  ! 

2,000 

Chile                               ■  ; 

— —  ■ 

;              2  ! 

China 

200  ! 

MM 

Qosta  Rica '  : 

•    16  ! 

Cubal/ 

94,328  : 

137 , 284 

;        90,445  1 

7,394 

Dutch  Guiana 

;              50  ! 

200 

Dutch  West  Indies 

200          '  : 

.  612 

Ecuador 

— . 

15  : 

50 

France 

50  . 

200 

Havaaii  ; 

140 

~" 

Honduras     ■  : 

52 

Japan  '  ' 

:            60  . 

DD 

Mexico_2/ 

204 

585' 

;  381 

175 

No t ho r lands 

!  200 

•  —  ■  J 

Philippines 

!  1,893 

5           '  549 

'  1;270 

Puerto  Rico 

720 

:  1,800 

:  14,000 

2,700 

Siaii' 

:  145 

Switzerland 

:  131 

5  — 

Turkey 

:    •■  190 

Union  of  South  iifrica 

.  1,000 

Uruguay 

75  . 

:   .  50 

:  20 

:  80 

Venezuela 

:  100 

r          -  74 

Virgifi  Islands 

:  200 

:  1,350 

Total 

:98,456 

;142,778 

:  109,058 

:  14, 254 

1/  Cuba  also  imported  2,160  turkey  eggs  and  5,000  turkey  poults, 
2/    Mexico  also  ir..portod  150  turkey  poults* 
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UiH-TEB  STATES:    Exports  of  eggs  and  poultry  for  breeding 
as  reported  by  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  during  1950 


ill  \^  vjJkJ  1 

CHICKS 

COCKERELS  : 

PULLETS 

 ^  ^ 

Numbers 

Numbers 

;  Nunibers 

Jri,  JL  d  O  J  VC* 

6,326 

7-00 

t        1  150 

4-0 

Rn  1  P'i  n  rn  ! 

RflO 

i^X  o.     J.  X 

POO 

f  i  i",  i    h        i  n  n  PI 

UX  J.  U  X  tJlI      \J\A.  XClllCl 

;  50 

■M«i» 

5  200 

British  ''/est  Indies  : 

r  25 

!  25 

!  200 

dn ata  Tii  pa  ' 

i            56  : 

Chile 

:  8 

Cubal/ 

25q . 920 

25,243 

!  28,016 

T<1  f!i]  a  ;1  nr 

10 

t             ~             3  1 

np-pf-|1Q  p  XT 

n-r»p  PHP  * 
^     w  o  1 

360 

W  w 

;             —  J 

:  140 

:  650 

f  50 

Italy 

'  181 

.Tanan 

1,636 

-  25 

;  5 

i          '  20 

rieificoB/ 

1.080 

\  1,203 

:  555 

5^650 

Wfither] ands  "Test  TndiRR  * 

;  500 

Dutch  GuianiQ  . 

!  50 

Panama  ■ 

:  400 

!  100 

Peru 

:  830 

PhilippinesS/ 

s  l;094 

:  '130 

:  '925 

Puerto  Rico 

20,860  . 

59,313 

52,155 

4,300 

Si  am 

!  174 

Switzerland  ; 

50 

Uruguay  ; 

150 

Venezuela 

20  : 

100 

Virgin  Islands  t 

;  200 

3,370 

!  110 

Total 


286,401 


94,918 


85, 567 


12,580 


T7    Cuba  also  imported  70  turkeys, 
2/    Mexico  also  imported  500  turkey  poult Se 
Philippines  also  imported  30  turkey  eggs. 

Compiled  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Livestock  and 
VJool  Di¥isioia8 


A  h{  V  d  Q  1  n 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN   AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UN  ITETD  STATES   DEPARTM  ENT  OF  AG  RICULTU  R  E 
WASHINGTON,  D.G. 

 _J  ■   

FPE-2-51  Scptcnbcr  17,,  1951 

INDICATED  1951  ^TORLD  EGG  PROmCTIOIf 

Tho  production  of  oggs  during  1951  by  scloetod  countries  1/  is 
indicated  at  cppro:xir.iatoly  1  percent  above  that  of  1950  according  to 
information  available  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
The"  change  in  the  le^rcl  of  production  has  not  boon  unif  ora  in  all 
countries  in  as  rp.uch  as  the  output  is  lower  in  a  number  of  surplus 
producing  countries  in  ITorth.ve stern  Europe*    These  decreases  arc  more 
than  offset  by  the  increases  in  other  countries,  principally  the  United 
States,  '7estcrn  Ctormany,  France,  Italy,  Austria,  the  Ilcthcrlands  and 
Finland.    The  indicated  1951  level  of  production  vjill  exceed  the  average 
prcvmr  output  of  this  selected  group  of  countries  by  about  one-half. 
This  is  due  largely  to  the  70  percent  increase  in  production  in  the 
United  States  which  accounts  for  more  than  one  half  of  all  the  reported 
ogg  output  of  the  21  countries  reporting  in  both  1951  and  the  prcvmr 
years. 

The  indicated  increases  in  egg  production  in  1951  are  the  result  of 
(1)  higher  chicken  nop.ibers  in  many  countries  during  1951,  resulting  in 
turn' either  frojri  the  large  carry-over  from  1950  or  the  largo  hatch  of 
1951,  and  (2)  the  better  rato-of-lay  in  a  number  of  countries  due  to 
improved  quality  of  birds,  butter  disease  control  and  better  feeding. 

In  the  feed- importing  countries,  feed  is  becoming  higher  in  prico 
and  more  difficult  to  obtaim.    Consequently,  governmental  policy  has 
been  directed  tovjard  keeping,  tho  size  of  flocks  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  food  that  can  be  home  grown  by  the  poultry  keepers.  This 
policy  already  has  resulted  in  leveling  off  or  decreases  in  egg 

1/    Includes  Canada,  Ujiited  States,  Cuba,  Austria,  Belgium,  DoMiark 

Finland,  France,,  Western  Germany,  Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,,  Luxci-ibourg, 

Netherlands,  NorTivay,  Sivodon,  SiJitzerland,  United  Kingdom,  Turkey  Argen- 
tina and  Australia, 


production  in  several  countrius  and  will  continue  to  affect  thcso  and 
other  countries.    It  has  succeeded  in  proraoting  the  utilization  of 
indigenous  feed  but  has  also  limited  specialized  enterprises. 

The  Canadian  output  of  eggs  ir.  1951  is  expected  to  increase  slightly 
over  1950  due  to  the  larger  hatch  in  1951.    The  United  States  output  is 
expected  to  slightly  exceed  that  of  1950.    In  Western  Europe,  production 
is  expected  to  increase  considerably  in  Austria, ' Finland,  and  Western 
Gorraany  and  to  a  lessor  extent  in  France,  Greece,  Italy  and  the  Nether-' 
lands.    Production  is  expected  to  decrease  in  Belgiun,  Denmark,  Ireland, 
Nor-'-'ay,  Sveden  and  the  United  Kingdom,    Production  will  increase  slightly 
in  Turkey,  Argentina  and  the  Union  of  oouth  Africa  and  will  decrease 
somevjhat  in  Australia, 

United  States,  egg  production  in  the  first  eight  months  of  1951  was 
about  1  percent  belovj  the  same  period  in  1950  due  to  the  smaller  number 
of  layers  on  fanns.    Fowover,  tho  number  of  layers  will  about  equal  last 
year's  nui'iibors  in  Soptcmber  and  October  and  vjill  be  up  in  Ivovembcr  and 
December,    This,  with  the  rate-of-lay  for  nuarly  every  month  of  1951 
higher  than  for  1950,  is  expected  to  result  in  a  slight  increase  in 
total  egg  production  for  1951, 

In  Canada,  egg  production  in  1951  vjas  slightly  bolovj  1950  levels 
during  both  the  sucond  quarter  and  tho  first  six  months  of  tho  year. 
However,  the  ehick  hatch  in  June  1951  was  about  20  percent  OTcr  that  of 
1950  and  the  Jiumber  of  chickojis  on  farm.s  shovjod  an  increase  of  16  per- 
cent.   This,  with  the  very  strong  domiostic  demand  for  eggs,  indicates  a 
slight  increase  in  production  in  1951  as  compared  to  1950, 

In  Austria,  chicken  numbers  in  1951  are  at  a  somewhat  higher  level 
than  in  1950  and  riinnagement  practices  are  improving.    Egg  prices  arc 
high  relative  to  prices  for  other  foods  such  as  pork  and  potatoes  and 
the  controlled  price  for  grain  affords  a  favorable  ogg-foed  price  ratio. 
It  "is  expected  tJiat  egg  produetio.n  in  1951  will  be  about  11  percent  above 
that  of  1950, 

■  In  Belgium,  the  num.ber-of  l-'.ying  hens -in  1951  is  loss  than  in  1950 
and,  despite  an  increase  in  the  rate-of-lay,  the  1951  egg  production  is 
expected  to  be  less  than  that  of  1950.    This  is  largely  due  to  the  unfavor- 
able egg-feed  ratio  of  late  1950  and  early  1951  which  resulted  from  rela- 
tively lovij  egg  prices  and  high  prices  for  feed,  . 

In  Denmark,  a  d>.  crease  in  the  nuribcr  of  layers  is  expected  to  more 
than  offset  tho  increasing  rate-of-lay  and  to  result  in  a  lower  produc- 
tion of  eggs  in  1951  than  in  1950.    As  with  riost  other  feed  imiporting 
countries,  an  unfavorable  egg-food  ratio  has  resulted  from  relatively 
low  prices  for  eggs  and  high  prices  for  feed. 

In  Finland,  the  number  of  chickens  carried  over  into  1951  vjas  higher 
than  in  1950,    It  is  expected  that  egg  production  in  1951  will  be  about 
7  percent  ovor  that  of  1950  and  ther^j  will  be  a  surplus  of  15  to  20 
million  eggs  available  for  export. 
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In  Fra'ico„  the  1951  product ior.  of  Cf^gs  is  oxpoctod  to  be  nbout  6 
porccnt  above  tliot  of  1950,  largely  as  a  rosult  of  an  increased  rate-  ' 
of-layo    Even  though  tlio  ogg-feod  ratio  is  loss  favorable  than  in  1950, 
there  is  a  lack  of  a  profitable  oltornatiTo  to  poultry  raisingo  The 
poultry  ■  indu,3try,  aLiiost  ozelusi'^ely  one  of  sraall  farm  flocks,  expects 
the  market  for  poultry  neat  to  bo  favorable  and,  therefore,  vjill  cot 
reduce  the  nuraber  of  chickens. 

In  Gerriiany ,  chicken  Jiunbers  ai:d  egg  production  in  1951  continued 
the  postwar  increase  o    Largo  numbers  of  eggs  vaovo  being  imported  in  1951 
and  this  Is  expected  to  continue  even  though  productioi^'.  of  eggs  in  1951 
is  expected  to  bo  about  15  percent  higher  than  in.  1950, 

■  In  ,Greece_,  the  number  of  layers  in  1951  is  estimated  to  be  about  4 
percent  -  above  that  of  1950,    Tnis,  with  the  higher  rate-of-lay  resulting 
from,  better  feeding  and  disease  control  and  bettor  quality  of  birds  is 
expected  to  raise  the  1951  output  of  eggs  by  about  11  percent  over  that 
of  1950a  ' 

In  Ireland,  ogg -production  for  1951  is  expected  to  bo  about  16'  per- 
cent bcloxv  that  of  1950*    Producer  dissatisfaction  v^ith  the  British 
market  for  eggs  and  the  relatively  more  profit  enterprises  such  as  beef 
and  dairy  cattle  are  in  the  main  responsible  for  this  shift  t*)  an  almost  com- 
pletely domestic  egg  market*    In  addition,  high  feed  costs  a'-d  high 
mortality  from  disease 'have  resulted  in  a  12  percent  decrease  in  poultry 
numbers  on  June  1  in  1951  as  compared  to  1950, 

In  Italy,  poultry  raising  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  sm.all  far^ii 
flocks.    It  is  estiriated  that  chicken  nuxubers  are  gradually  increasing 
and  that  egg  production  in  1951  xvill  bo  about  7  percent  greater  than  in 
1950n    Feed  prospects  are  relatively  favorable  and  increasing  interest 
is  being  shown  in  improving  the  quality  of  birds,  and  i.n  disease  control. 

In  the  netherlands,  the  number  of  hens  and  pullots  carried  over  into 
1951  vjas  considerably  larger  than  that  of  one 'year  earlier.  Despite 
feed  restrictions  in  the  early  mo.nths  of  1951,  egg  production  for  the 
year  is  expected  to  be  up  at  least  3  porce.nt  above  that  of  19  50.  The 
lack  of  a  contract  with  the  United  Kingdo;;i  in  late.  1950  has  resulted  in 
higher  prices  for  Netherlands  p.roducers  and  in  large  exports  to  '.Testern 
Germany  in  1951 « 

In  Norway,  the  s.mall  hatch  of  1950  has  resulted  in  a  decrease  in 
chicken  numbers  in  1951  and  an  increased  proportion  of  second  year  layers. 
This,  vjith  the  sharply,  reduced  feed  allocations,  especially  to  commercial 
poultry  producers,  has  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of  egg  pro- 
duction in  1951t    Sgg  output  for  year  is  expected  to  be  about  11  percent 
below  that  of  1950. 

In  Sweden,  ■  chicken  numbers  in  April  1951  were  slightly  below  those 
of  1950  since  the  increase  in  you;ig  chickens  did  not  quite  offset  the 
decrease  in  laying  hens.    Due  to  the  decrease  in  chicken  numbers  and 
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thG  relatively  difficult  food  situation,  ogg  output  for  1951  is  espocted 
to  be  about  2  percent  bclovj  that  of  1950,    Export  narhets  eontinuo  good 
with  Western  Gcrnany  the  major  oust oner, 

Switserland,  the  nuriber  of  laying  hens  has  declined  slightly 
because  sales  of  eggs  and  poultry  are  not  as  profitable  as  in  past  years o 
Thus,  a  slight  decrease  in  egg  output  in  1951  is  likely «    Since  consunp- 
tion  reiaains  stable,  imports  of  eggs  will  probably  increase  somewhat  in 
1951. 

In  the  ITn i ted  Ki n^p^c) oi tl ,  poultry  nuinbers  as  of  I'arch  1951  vjere  about 
3  percent  higher.,  than  for  one  year  earlier  but  receipts  at  egg  packing 
stations  during  the  first  half  of  1951  wer^  nearly  8  percent  below 
those  of  a  year  earlier,,    Imports  of  shell  eggs  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  were  47  percent  lower  than  for  the  same  period  in  1950  and 
no  eggs  have  been  sold  "off  the  ration".    The  raore  than  usual  cold  and 
vaot  weather  through  the  winter  and  spring  until  the  middle  of  June  has 
been  in  part  responsible  for  the  decreased  receipts  and  packing  stations 
and  there  may  be  a  shift  to  autumn  and  vjintor  egg  production  undcrxvays  • 
.Iny  increase  in  output  during  the  last  half  of  1951  due  to  this  shift 
in  production  will  not  be  enough  to  offset  the  earlier  lovj  production 
and  the  output  for  the  year  is  expected  to  be  less  than  for  1950s 

In  Turkey,  chicken  numbers  are  considered  to  be  gradually  increasinge 
r.orc  atterition  is  being  giTon  to  disease  control  and  improved  feeding 
and  brecdiiigo    Egg  output  for  1951  is  expected  to  bo  slightly  above 
that  of  1950a 

In  ilr  gent  ilia,  .■the  production  of  eggs  during  the  year  ending  July  31, 
1951  vjas  about  10  percent  over  the  previous  year  and  another  increase  is 
expected  during  1951-52o    Iiicreascd  dom.estic  demand  is  expected  to  tako 
m^ost  of  the  greater  output  and  exports  of  eggs  are  not  expected  to 
exceed  those  of  1950,    Prices  to  producers  for  eggs  vjcre  satisfactory 
in  1950  and  hax'o  increase  more  tha:..  costs  thus  far  in  1951o 

In  thu  Unioji  of  South  /ifrica,  the  government  egg  purchasing  prograra 
has  proved  an  incentix^e  to  producers  to  increase  chicken  j:umbers.  This 
has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  egg  production  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  1950-51  season  which  has  continued  into  the  1951-52  season. 
Prices  to  producers  are  favorable  and  Newcastle  disease  appears  to  bo 
U'lder  controlo 

Australia,  egg  production  during  the  first  half  of  1951  was  about 
3  percent  less  than  for  the  same  period  of  1950.    This  decline  in  output 
has  resulted  from  a  decrease  in  the  num.ber  of  laying  henSc.  Chicken 
mertolit'v"  has  boon  high  due  to  unusually  hot  weather  a::d  a  number  of 
commercial  poultry  farms  have  gone  out  of  business©    Feed  shortage 
and  high  prices  and  the  increased  Jiumbers  of  poultry  killed  for  meat 

have  also  contributed  to  the  decline  in  output  of  eggs,  

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  of  world  agri- 
cultural production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Goirmittee  on^  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is 
based  in  part  upon  U.  S,  Foreign  Serv^iee  reports© 


EGGS:    Niunber  produced  1/  in  specified  countries,  average  193^-38, 
annual  194-6-1950,  indicated  1951 


Continent  and  country 

Average 
:  1934-38 

1946 

1947  ! 

1948  \ 

1949 

1950  * 

Indicated 
1951 

:  Million 

Million 

Mdllion 

Million 

Million 

Million  ; 

Million 

NORTH  AMERICA 

• 

3,883 

4,484 

4,274 

3,774 

3,662" 

3,700 

55,590 

55,252 

55,158 

56,629 

60,046 

60,500 

Ton 

300 

312 

288 

318 

320 

320 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

- 

- 

- 

52 

54 

! 

55 

EUROPE 

• 
• 

-1-4-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

270 

285 

350 

400 

540 

600 

1,100 

1,380 

1,4^0 

1,900 

2,100 

2,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: 

- 

776 

903 

1,110 

1,380 

- 

- 

883 

992 

1,392 

1,870 

2,100 

2,000 

93 

117 

176 

266 

317 

34c 

6,200 

6,300 

6,100 

6,800 

7,100 

7,500 

y  'inn 

2,150 

1,975 

:  2,250 

2,800 

:  4,100 

4,700 

349 

:  376 

384 

390 

:  450 

500 

650 

750 

- 

- 

- 

801 

733 

844 

1,0U 

1,020 

:  060 

3,600 

4,300 

4,450 

4,550 

5,000 

5,3i0 

40 

- 

30 

35 

40 

40 

40 

1,978 

480 

1,052 

1,159 

1,520 

!  1,900 

1,950 

155 

198 

263 

340 

:  450 

?  'inn 

2,276 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

:  — 

- 

Rumania  

3/  532 

1  7nn 

1,992 

1,800 

1,800 

i  1,920 

Qnn 

1,U9 

1,217 

1,335 

1,334 

1,464 

1,428 

40 

391 

442 

520 

559 

530 

52f; 

United  Kingdom: 

Farm  Lj  

3,871 

2,418 

2,600 

3,000 

3,500 

: 

: 

Total  Lj  

5,098 

3,850 

4,000 

4,300 

5,000 

:  5,800 

5,5* 

X  y  uuu 

- 

- 

- 

- 

:  - 

- 

AS  J  A 

\ 

Lebanon  , 

65 

60 

Z.8 

200 

— 

92 

120 

90 

110 

120 

! 

- 

1,003 

:  863 

895 

852 

850 

:  856 

860 

618 

663 

:  790 

1,214 

:  1,568 

- 

2,794 

- 

- 

- 

:  1,082 

571 

- 

Philippine  Islands  

240 

400 

605 

652 

7Z.0 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

- 

- 

- 

: 

:  2,700 

2,  'jO 

Chile  

520 

460 

370 

:  400 

:  400 

- 

ParaoTiav 

100 

-J — L^J 

- 

- 

289 

358 

326 

330 

291 

:  300 

- 

751 

1,000 

372 

800 

:  900 

950 

OCEAJIIA 

708 

1,358 

1,470 

1,431 

\  1,4^3 

':  1,350 

1,300 

430 

450 

1/  Relates  to  farm  production  in  Canada  and  the  United  States,  but  data  for  many  countries  not  exDlicix. 
on  this  point.    2/  Postwar  numbers  possibly  under  reported.    2/  Fifty-eight  counties.    ^  Year  en^l-.r.^ 
May  of  year  indicated.    ^  Three-year  average.     6/  Commercial  production  for  year  ending  in  June  of 
year  reported. 


